
Puyallup School DistrictCONNECTIONS

I N S I D E

Puyallup School District
302 Second Street SE

P. O. Box 370
Puyallup, WA 98371

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

TEKS SERVICES
ECRWSS

POSTAL CUSTOMER

Replacement levy on February 9, 2010 ballot

continued on page 4

Northwood Elementary student Andrey Karplyuk concentrates on a 
classroom assignment in Judy Faubion’s fourth-grade class. Local 
levy dollars support day-to-day school programs and operations.

Superintendent Tony Apostle, School Board President Greg Heath, 
and nearly 30 other local educators attended a ceremony in September 
honoring Kalles Junior High and Fruitland, Hunt, and Zeiger elementary 
schools as “Great Schools” for sustained academic improvement in 
reading and math.

State recognizes four schools for academic achievement

On February 9, 2010 Puyallup School 
District voters will be asked to replace an 
expiring four-year school programs and 
operations levy.

This is not a new tax. Rather, it renews an 
existing levy approved by voters in 2006 
that expires at the end of 2010.

The replacement levy provides about 21 
percent of the district’s $197 million bud-
get. About one in every fi ve employees 
hired by the district is funded with local 
levy dollars.

Without it, the district will lose about $40 
million in funding annually.

The replacement levy supports day-to-day 
school programs and operations such as 
teachers and support staff, smaller class 
sizes, school safety and security, and pro-
grams for students with special needs.

The levy also supports instructional ma-
terials including textbooks, music and the 
arts, transportation, and athletics and other 
extracurricular programs.

The Puyallup School District Board of 
Directors unanimously agreed on Septem-
ber 28 to include the four-year school pro-
grams and operations levy on the special 
election ballot.

Register to vote 
through January 11
The deadline to register by mail or apply 
online to vote in the Feb. 9, 2010 special 
election is Monday, January 11.

Voter registration forms are available at 
each of the Puyallup School District’s 
32 schools, the school district’s Educa-
tion Service Center, public libraries, 
staffed fi re stations in unincorporated 
Pierce County, city clerks’ offi ces, most 
state offi ces, and the Pierce County 
Elections Center.

Forms may also be printed or fi lled out 
on the Internet at www.vote.wa.gov.

For more voter registration information, 
visit the school district’s Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home 
page, see the School Programs & Opera-
tions Levy box.

Kalles Junior High and Fruitland, Zeiger, 
and Hunt elementary schools have been 
recognized as “Great Schools” for being 
among the top 5 percent of schools state-
wide that have demonstrated sustained 
academic achievement in reading and 
math.

This is the third consecutive year that 
Fruitland and Hunt elementary schools 
have received the statewide recognition, 
formerly titled “Schools of Distinction.”

Puyallup is the only school district state-
wide to have more than one of its schools 
win the award three years in a row.

“I congratulate the students, staff, parents, 
and community members from these four 
schools for their consistent work at im-
proving student achievement,” said Puyal-
lup School District Superintendent Tony 
Apostle. “This award is another example 
of how all of our schools are working hard 
every day to improve student achieve-
ment.” 

The four Puyallup schools are among 
104 statewide that were honored during 

an awards luncheon in September. Each 
school received a certifi cate and banner to 
hang in the building proclaiming its site a 
“Great School 2009.”

Performance criteria used to select the 
winning schools is the same as that used 
the past two years by the Offi ce of the Su-
perintendent of Public Instruction to name 
Schools of Distinction. 

Each school had to have scored at or 
above the state average in math and read-
ing in grades four, seven, or 10 on the 
2009 Washington Assessment of Student 
Learning (WASL). Schools that met that 
requirement were then evaluated for aca-
demic gains in both subjects over the past 
fi ve years.

The award is co-sponsored by The Center 
for Educational Effectiveness and the 
Washington chapter of Phi Delta Kappa 
International.

“This is a tribute to the hard work you 
are doing,” said Sue Mills, executive 
director of The Center for Educational 
Effectiveness.

“It is imperative that our district submits 
this levy to voters,” said School Board 
President Greg Heath. “As state funding 
for our schools continues to decline, de-
pendence on local levy dollars continues 
to grow.” 

The state Legislature’s funding formula 

for basic education falls short of providing 
all that is required to educate students. To 
make up the difference, this district, like 
most others in the state, submits levies 
to voters to support acceptable levels of 
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District Mission

Supported by families and our diverse 
community, the Puyallup School 
District challenges students to achieve 
their academic, creative, and physical 
potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Karen Hansen, executive director 
of communications, PO Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone 
(253) 841-8703; or e-mail hansenkm@
puyallup.k12.wa.us. Responses, as 
appropriate, will be provided directly 
to those who contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: 
Karen Hansen

Editor and Writer: 
Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: 
Dale Carrington

 

Puyallup School District No. 3 
complies with all federal rules and 
regulations and does not discriminate 
or permit harassment on the basis of 
race, gender, national origin, religion, 
age, marital status, sexual orientation, 
or disability. This holds true for 
all students who are interested in 
participating in educational programs 
and/or extracurricular activities. 
Inquiries regarding compliance 
procedures may be directed to the 
district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640 
Offi cer and Section 504 Coordinator 
( L o r r a i n e  Wi l s o n ,  a s s i s t a n t 
superintendent of human resources) 
at 302 Second St. S.E., Puyallup, WA 
98372.  Phone:  (253) 841-8645. 

Tony Apostle
Superintendent

Cindy Poysnick
Legislative
Representative
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Board Member’s Message
Understanding the need to fund basic education

A child’s education will last forever

Karshner Museum 
gets exterior makeover

Photo: First  graders from 
Northwood Elementary listen as 
Karshner Museum Manager Beth 
Bestrom presents a lesson about 
birds and their habitat.

As the school board’s legislative repre-
sentative, one of my responsibilities is to 
report on educational legislative matters 
that impact our school district. I recently 
attended the Washington State School 
Directors Association Legislative Assem-
bly. Representatives from school boards 
across the state met to discuss proposals 
that would be narrowed down by priority 
and would ultimately be areas of focus 
as we approach the upcoming legislative 
session. Delegates adopted 44 positions 
and re-affi rmed support for 36 current 
standing legislative positions previously 
adopted by the association.

Two issues clearly rose to the top of the 
delegates’ advisory priority ranking: con-
tinued opposition to unfunded (and under- 
funded) mandates, and strong support for 
the full implementation and funding of a 
new basic education fi nance system.

The 2009 Legislature adopted ESHB 2261 

to redefi ne basic education and restruc-
ture Washington’s education fi nance 
system. This is the fi rst comprehensive 
education reform legislation since the 
Education Reform Act in 1993. ESHB 
2261 is also the Legislature’s fi rst major 
redefi nition of basic education since the 
Basic Education Act was adopted in 1977 
following the court’s declaration that the 
state had failed its “paramount duty” to 
make ample provision for the education 
of all children as required by the state 
Constitution.

School directors believe the basic educa-
tion funding should include fully funding 
special education and pupil transporta-
tion. Additionally, the Legislature needs 
to meet its obligation to address enhanced 
non-employee related costs funding, 
funding for full-day kindergarten for all 
school districts, and equitable funding for 
technology.

Recently our district’s Board of Direc-
tors unanimously agreed to include a 
four-year school programs and opera-
tions replacement levy on the February 
9, 2010, special election ballot. This 
levy replaces the school programs and 
operations levy that was approved in 
2006 and expires at the end of the 2010 
calendar year.

This levy is critically important to the stu-
dents in our school district as it provides 
approximately 21 percent of our budget 
that is not supported by state dollars.  

The replacement levy supports:
• Teachers and support staff
• Smaller class sizes
• School safety and security
• Programs for students with special 

needs
• Instructional materials including 

textbooks
• Music and the arts
• Transportation
• Athletics and other extracurricular 

programs

As a mom, grandmother, and small busi-
ness owner, I am personally aware of 
the value of our outstanding educational 
programs, offerings, and activities. I urge 
you to become knowledgeable about the 
importance of this levy election to our 
entire community. It is up to all of us to 
be aware of these issues and to press our 
elected representatives to keep education 
a priority. Our students deserve all of this 
community’s focus and attention to these 
very important matters.

The economic recession will eventu-
ally end, but a child’s education will last 
forever.

The Puyallup School District community 
has historically supported educational pro-
grams, activities, and staffi ng levels that 
the state of Washington does not fund by 
approving a school programs and opera-
tions levy to make up the budget shortfall. 
Typically, this levy is a four-year levy that 
provides money to help pay for day-to-day 
school programs and operations such as 
teachers and support staff, smaller class 
sizes, school safety and security, programs 
for students with special needs, instruc-
tional materials including textbooks, 
music and the arts, transportation, and ath-
letics and other extracurricular activities.

On February 9, 2010 voters will be asked 
to support the replacement of the school 
programs and operations levy which will 
expire in 2010. This is not a new tax. 
Rather, it is the renewal of an already 
existing levy which provides about 21 per-
cent of our total district budget.

Earlier this year, this district was forced to 
cut nearly $14 million due to state funding 
reductions — the largest budget reduction 
in our 154-year history. We anticipate that 
we will have to take further reductions in 

the next school year. Imagine the impact 
of having to cut an additional $42 million 
should voters reject the school programs 
and operations levy in February 2010. 
These budget reductions would result in 
catastrophic, long-term consequences on 
student learning at each of our 32 schools.

I have been asked why the district is run-
ning a levy election during such diffi cult 
economic times. The Puyallup School 
District has never operated without local 
levy money. As I stated above, the current 
school programs and operations levy ex-
pires at the end of 2010, which means the 
district must present the ballot measure 
to voters if it is to be renewed. As state 
funding for schools continues to decline, 
dependence on local levy dollars contin-
ues to grow.

We are very proud of our record of student 

achievement successes including:
• Our ranking of “number one” among 

the 20 largest school districts for the 
percentage of tenth graders who passed 
the writing WASL requirement or an 
approved alternative (96.6 percent).

• The percentage (99 percent) of twelfth 
graders in the Class of 2009 who 
passed the reading and writing WASL 
graduation requirement or an approved 
alternative — a high success rate 
among the 20 largest districts in the 
state.

• The naming of four “Great Schools” 
(formerly called Schools of 
Distinction) with two of those schools 
named a Great School for the third 
time — the highest number of “three-
peats” in the state.

Given these outstanding student achieve-
ment accomplishments in our schools and 
many others too numerous to mention 
in this column, there is every reason to 
expect even greater academic gains with 
continued voter support.

My greatest hope is that stakeholders will 
continue to view our children as our most 
precious gift and will continue the very 
proud tradition of placing their future in 
our hands today.

Karshner Museum opened this fall with 
exterior improvements, including new 
windows, a painted roof, and restained 
wood around the front entry doors.

The teaching museum, one of few district-
operated facilities of its kind in the coun-
try, hosted an open house in October. 
To learn more about the project and see 
additional photos, visit the district Web 
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.
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Teen toymakers make holiday gifts for children in need

Young gardeners sow seeds of learning

Photo above: Waller Road Elementary students Jeston Burnside, 
Kassi Engh, and Randi Curtis unearth potatoes they planted last 
spring. Photo below: Sam Choi fi nds the perfect pumpkin to take 
home. 

From the sound of his shrieks, one would 
think Jeston Burnside had discovered 
gold.

“There they are!” he yelled. “Potatoes! I 
found potatoes!”

Dozens of Burnside’s third-grade class-
mates rushed to his side to see the buried 
“treasure” before scurrying back to their 
own digging sites in search of carrots, 
beans, pumpkins, zucchini, and squash.

They also marveled at the fl owers that had 
sprouted from the tiny seeds they planted 
last spring. Cosmos, zinnia, marigolds, 
and sunfl owers welcomed students at the 
entrance to the garden.

Every year for the past 20 years, the 
Waller Road Grange has partnered with 
the elementary school to educate students 
about planting and harvesting.

Students walk across the street from the 
school in spring as second graders to plant 
more than a dozen varieties of vegetables 
and fl owers. Four months later, they return 
as third graders to harvest their garden 
plot.

The lessons they learn are as plentiful as 
the crops they plant.

In spring, students discover 
the benefi ts of rototilling a 
garden before planting, using 
quality soil, sowing seeds in 
rows, and perhaps the most 
critical lesson — not stepping 
on the seeds after they are 
planted. 

In fall, they learn how to har-
vest the fruits of their labor, 
even if it means getting a 
little dirty and touching a few 
earwigs in the process.

Teachers reinforce fi eld trips 
to the Grange with classroom lessons that 
tie directly to state grade-level learning 
standards.

In the health and fi tness area, for example, 
students learn about how nutrition and 
food nutrients affect the body and physical 
performance.

Social studies lessons include understand-
ing how economic systems function and 
comparing the cost of planting versus 

buying food. The third graders also learn 
how the Puyallup area became a fertile 
valley and about the history of the farming 
community.

“I learned how I can make our own garden 
at home,” Riley Lewis boasted as she 
unearthed some yellow beans. “It’s fun to 

grow food.”

When confi dent that they had 
located all of the vegetables, 
students pulled the corn stalks 
out of the ground and stacked 
them on the side of the fi eld 
next to their colorful collec-
tion of harvested vegetables.

Keeping with tradition, the 
Grange members rewarded 
students for their hard work 
by serving them juice and 
homemade zucchini bread.

Member Anna Van Hulle also helped paint 
each of the children’s thumbnails with 
green nail polish so they could boast, as 
many successful gardeners do, that they 
have a “green thumb.”

Anna and her late husband, Dave, started 
the garden activity with Waller Road 
Elementary and tended to the plot every 
summer until his death last year.

“It’s thrilling for the kids to be able to do 

this,” Van Hulle said. “It’s the experience of 
being able to plant the garden, have it grow, 
and be able to say they did it themselves.”

Michelle Flury, a third-grade teacher at 
Waller Road Elementary, said she appreci-
ates the Van Hulle’s dedication in keeping 
the tradition alive for so many years. “We 
are honored to harvest this year in his 
memory,” she said.

Grange Steward Kurt Schmidt and his 
wife, Sherry, watered and tended to the 
garden this past summer. With shovel in 
hand, Kurt also helped loosen the ground 
this fall to make it easier for students to 
fi nd the carrots and potatoes.

While some students worked as fast as 
they could to fi nd as many vegetables as 
they could, others, like Branden Wescott, 
stayed focused in one area of the garden 
and stopped long enough to study several 
extra-long worms he found slithering on 
the ground.

Before they walked back to school, the 
Grange members invited each student to 
take home a pumpkin donated by Schultz 
Farms in Puyallup. They also assured stu-
dents they would deliver their crops to the 
school in time for them to make vegetable 
soup later that week.

“This was fun!” said Juliet Larsen. “And 
it’s even good for you!”

What was once an ordinary high school 
woodshop transformed last month into an 
elaborate toymaker’s workshop at Rogers 
High School.

The high-pitched noise of electric sanders, 
routers, and table saws fi lled the class-
room as aspiring architects, construction 
workers, and engineers built wooden toys 
that some children only dream about.

The fi nished cradles, art easels, toolboxes, 
and rocking animals with heads shaped 
like horses, rams, and dinosaurs will be 
donated this month to Puyallup Gift-
makers.

This is the 23rd straight year that Giftmak-
ers will provide holiday gifts to Puyallup 
School District students in need. 

Donated toys, books, games, stockings, 
and stocking stuffers are given to district 
families identifi ed as being in need during 
a two-day gift giveaway in early Decem-
ber. Last year, Giftmakers served more 
than 800 students from 300 families.

When Jon Cerio heard about the pro-
gram’s need for new toys, he asked his 
students in the Architecture, Construction, 

and Engineering (ACE) program if they 
wanted to build some special gifts.

“The response was overwhelming,” he 
said. “They immediately started coming 
up with ideas of things to make. They 
wanted to do anything they could to help.”

The students already had a taste of what it 
takes to mass-produce an item. In Sep-
tember, they designed a template and cut 
out parts for 50 small wooden toolboxes 
that they helped children assemble during 
Education Day at the Puyallup Fair.

“We just took the whole concept of manu-
facturing and mass production to the next 
level with the Giftmakers project,” Cerio 
said.

Within days of hearing how they could 
help those who are less fortunate, the 
teenagers began brainstorming ideas for 
designing and building wooden toys that 
would be fun, encourage creativity, and 
support student learning.

After narrowing their wish list to four 
projects, they launched into the design 
phase, secured the materials, and set their 
plans for mass production in motion.

In early October, the students’ pencil 
drawings moved to the workbench for the 
fi rst phase of production — making proto-
types, or samples, of each toy.

Construction equipment and measuring 
tools fi lled nearly every workbench and 

School transfer 
applications due by 
January 10
In-District Student Transfer

In-district students who wish to attend 
a school other than their attendance 
area school in 2010-11 need to submit 
their Intra-District Transfer Application 
by January 10, 2010 or the next school 
business day.

Transfer applications are available in 
the main offi ce at all schools or from the 
receptionist at the district offi ce.

In the past, some schools have reached 
enrollment capacity and have been 
unable to accept intra-district transfers. 
Again, this is a possibility for the 2010-
11 school year. 

This is an annual process that must be 
completed whether or not a student is 
already on a transfer. Students already 
attending PAGE do not need to submit a 
waiver renewal. For additional informa-
tion, contact Director of Student Learn-
ing Barb Pope at (253) 841-1301.  

Out-of-District Student Choice

Students who live out of the district and 
are currently enrolled in the Puyallup 
School District must complete a “Non-
Resident Enrollment Application.” A 
“Release of Attendance” from the resi-
dent school district is required and must 
accompany the application form.

In-district and out-of-district applica-
tions should be submitted to Barb Pope 
at 302 2nd St. S.E., Puyallup, WA 98372 
by January 10, 2010 or the next school 
business day for optimal consideration.

Athletic Eligibility
for Transfer Students

Prior to registering with and/or attend-
ing a high school, any student granted an 
intra-district transfer of schools within the 
school district for board-approved reasons 
is permitted to participate in sports at the 
transfer school with full athletic eligibil-
ity. Any high school student athlete who 
rescinds the transfer and enrolls in a 
different district high school is athletically 
ineligible for varsity sports for one calen-
dar year (from the enrollment date).

Rogers High students (from left) Kyle Wilcox and Eric Mayfi eld build 
an art easel for Puyallup Giftmakers with help from volunteer David 
Cerio.
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Q’s and A’s about the replacement levy

School programs and operations levy funds help support music, athletics, and other extracurricular 
activities. Photos above: Kalles Junior High band students perform at the Rodeo Parade in September, and 
Emerald Ridge High senior Kayla Cook moves the ball down the fi eld during a recent soccer match. 

Replacement levy

Tax Exemptions

State paints grim 
picture of K-12 
funding in 2010-11

Mt. View Elementary kindergartners (from left) Natalie Smith and 
Gabby Inman work on a classroom project. Local levy money helps 
support school programs and operations such as smaller class sizes, 
instructional materials, and teachers and support staff.

staffi ng and essential educational pro-
grams.

The Puyallup School District, the ninth 
largest district in the state, has never oper-
ated without local levy money.

The school programs and operations 
replacement levy would provide $42 
million in 2011, $44.5 million in 2012, 

$47 million in 2013, and $49.5 million 
in 2014.

The estimated annual tax rate is $3.40 per 
$1,000 of assessed valuation, which is 
three cents less than the rate approved by 
voters in 2006. The owner of a $200,000 
home, for example, would pay $680 a 
year in property taxes ($200,000 divided 
by $1,000 multiplied by $3.40).

The levy is a fi xed-dollar tax on prop-
erty that does not change with reassess-
ment. By law, school levies can only be 

for a maximum of four years and must 
be approved by a public vote.

Additional information about the 2010 
school programs and operations replace-
ment levy is on the Puyallup School 
District Web site at www.puyallup.k12.
wa.us. A special section about the levy is 
featured in a box at the upper right of the 
Home page.

For specifi c questions about the replace-
ment levy, send an e-mail to election@
puyallup.k12.wa.us or call (253) 841-8703.

School funding statewide is in a 
“crisis,” and educators can expect 
continued fi nancial challenges in the 
next several years as they work to bal-
ance budgets in the face of declining 
revenue.

Nearly 100 people, including educators 
from throughout Pierce County, PTA 
representatives, business leaders, com-
munity members, and state legislators 
gathered at Rogers High School in Sep-
tember to hear an update on education 
funding statewide.

“What we are experiencing in K-12 is 
defi nitely a crisis,” said guest speaker 
Jennifer Priddy, assistant superinten-
dent of K-12 Fiscal Services and Policy 
with the Offi ce of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction (OSPI). “And I don’t 
use that word lightly.”

This is the second consecutive year that 
the school district has invited Priddy 
to share information about the state 
revenue forecast. Her fi nancial forecast 
coincides with the beginning of the 
school board’s budget planning for the 
2010-11 school year.

Priddy’s presentation, entitled “School 
Funding Crisis and Finance Reform 
Update,” painted a grim picture of K-12 
funding for the next several years.

The Puyallup High graduate shared 
background on education funding for-
mulas, illustrated the funding situation 
today, and reviewed legislation passed 
by lawmakers last spring that outlines 
promising improvements to education.

As she clicked through her slide show 
of charts and graphs, Priddy reiterated 
that the money the state gives school 
districts statewide for basic education 
does not come close to paying for es-
sential education costs.

Instead, school districts are forced to 
use local voter-approved levy money to 
support basic expenses such as teacher 
and other staff salaries and benefi ts, 
as well as non-employee related costs 
including textbooks, transportation, 
security, and utilities.

“In a nutshell, we have levies subsidiz-
ing what is really basic education,” 
Priddy said. “It is very troubling.”

To read more about Priddy’s presenta-
tion, visit the district Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

soccer photo courtesy of Cory Okazaki

Puyallup School District residents who 
are 61 years of age or older by Decem-
ber 31, 2009 and whose household in-
come is less than $35,000 may qualify 
for an exemption from all or part of the 
proposed 2010 school programs and 
operations replacement levy.

Regardless of age, persons who have a 
disability that prevents them from be-
ing employed may also qualify for this 
exemption.

Exemptions must be renewed at least 
once every four years unless there is 
a change in status or income. Proof of 
income and/or disability is required.

Additional information on tax exemp-
tions is available by contacting the 
Senior Citizen and Disabled Persons 
Exemption Department Hotline at 
(253) 798-2169. More information is 
also available on the Pierce County As-
sessor-Treasurer Web site.

February 9, 2010 election
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Q. When is the replacement levy elec-
tion, and how do I vote? 
A. The election will be held February 9, 
2010 and will be conducted by mail-in 
ballot only. Ballots are scheduled to be 
mailed to voters on January 22, 2010.

Q. What is a school programs and opera-
tions levy? 
A. School programs and operations 
levies provide money to help pay for 
day-to-day school programs and opera-
tions such as teachers and support staff, 
smaller class sizes, school safety and se-
curity, programs for students with special 
needs, instructional materials including 
textbooks, music and the arts, transporta-
tion, and athletics and other extracurricu-
lar activities.

Q. Is this a new tax? 
A. No. The proposed four-year school 
programs and operations levy replaces 
the current four-year levy, which ex-
pires in December 2010. By law, school 
levies can only be for a maximum of 
four years and must be approved by a 
public vote. 

Q. Why does our school district need a 
school programs and operations replace-
ment levy? 
A. The state Legislature’s funding for-
mula for basic education falls short of 
providing all that is required to educate 
students at the current levels of staffi ng 
and services. To make up the differ-
ence, this district, like others in the 
state, submits levies to voters to support 
acceptable levels of staffi ng and essential 
educational programs.

Q. What percent of the budget does the 
replacement levy fund? 
A. The local school programs and 
operations levy pays for approximately 
21 percent of the school district’s $197 
million annual budget, fi lling the gap 
between state and federal funds and 
supporting educational programs and 
services for nearly 22,000 students in 

32 schools. About one in every fi ve staff 
members hired by the district is funded 
with local levy dollars. 

Q. What is the cost to taxpayers? 
A. The estimated annual tax rate is $3.40 
per $1,000 of assessed valuation, which is 
three cents less than the rate approved by 
voters in 2006.

Q. How can I understand what the cost 
means for me personally as a homeowner? 
A. The owner of a $200,000 home, for 
example, would pay $680 a year in prop-
erty taxes ($200,000 divided by $1,000 
multiplied by $3.40).

Q. How much money would the replace-
ment levy provide? 
A. The school programs and operations 
replacement levy would provide $42 
million in 2011, $44.5 million in 2012, 
$47 million in 2013, and $49.5 million 
in 2014.

Q. What happens if the replacement levy 
fails? 
A. The Puyallup School District, the 
ninth largest district in the state, would 
have to reduce its operating budget by 
21 percent. This translates to about $40 
million worth of program reductions and 
other cost-saving measures to balance 
the budget. Superintendent Tony Apostle 
said at a recent school board meeting that 
the consequences of a levy failure would 
be “devastating.”

Q. Why is the district running a levy elec-
tion during such diffi cult economic times? 
A. The Puyallup School District has 
never operated without local levy money. 
The current school programs and opera-
tions levy expires at the end of 2010, 
which means the district must present 
the ballot measure to voters if it is to be 
renewed. As state funding for schools 
continues to decline, dependence on local 
levy dollars continues to grow.



In an ongoing effort to improve the safety of students who walk or ride bikes to school, parents are encouraged 
to review the following fall and winter safety tips with their children.
Be seen
• Wear bright-colored clothes, and if it is dark or hard to see, carry a fl ashlight and wear refl ective gear. 

A variety of refl ective gear is available in stores including zipper pulls, tape or tags for backpacks, and red blinking lights that 
clip onto shoes or clothing. 

• Bicyclists who ride in the dark are required by law to have their bikes equipped with a white headlight and a red rear refl ector 
or taillight.

• Walk or bike on the appropriate side of the road. If there is no sidewalk, be sure to walk on the side of the road facing traffi c. 
Bicyclists should ride on the right side of the road, moving in the same direction as motor vehicles.

Dress appropriately
• Layering is warmth. Wear many layers of loose clothing, as this ensures that there are pockets of air between the clothing lay-

ers that insulate the body from the cold.
• Close “gaps” — neck and wrist openings are potential sites for heat loss. Wearing a scarf around the neck and long gloves or 

mittens can help close these gaps.
• Ice and occasional snow in the Northwest can make it diffi cult to walk, so a good pair of boots or other shoes with traction is 

essential.
Make sure bicycles and bicycle equipment are in working order
• Before riding a bike to school, check to see that the tires are infl ated properly, the drive train is clean and lubricated, and the 

brakes work.
• Keep both hands ready to brake. Allow extra distance for stopping in the rain, since brakes are less effi cient when wet.

• Remember to always wear a properly-fi tted bicycle helmet. Head injuries cause 75 percent of bicyclist deaths.

Sources: National Highway Transportation Safety Administration, National Center for Safe Routes to School, Washington State  
     Department of Transportation, and Mayo Clinic.

Web site available in
more than 50 languages

The Puyallup School District has 
opened Facebook and Twitter accounts 
and is posting up-to-the-minute news 
and information, including the fi rst no-
tice of school delays or cancellations.

Links to both social networking sites are 
on the Puyallup School District Web site 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. To sign up 
and see daily posts, click the Facebook 
and Twitter links at the bottom of the 
Home page.

Information on the school district’s Web 
site may be translated into more than 
50 languages using a newly installed 
Google translate feature.

To use the new translation tool, visit 
the Home page of the district Web site 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Under the 
Events calendar, click the arrow in the 
Web Language Translation box and 
select a language. The current page and 
any other pages the user browses to are 
translated into the selected language.

To switch back to English, click District 
Home at the top of any page to return to 
the district Home page. Click the arrow 
in the Web Language Translation box, 
and then click English.

Parents and students throughout the 
school district are invited to attend a 
community night designed to help stu-
dents be successful in creating science 
fair projects.

The free event is scheduled from 7 to 8 
p.m. January 12, 2010 in the Exposition 
Hall at the Puyallup Fairgrounds. Parti-
cipants are asked to enter the fair-
grounds through the Gold Gate.

Science information 
night set January 12

QUEST testing 
begins in January
Testing begins in January for students 
interested in QUEST, a program for 
highly capable elementary students in 
grades three through six.

Regional QUEST classrooms are 
located at eight host schools throughout 
the school district.

Application forms are available in all 
elementary school offi ces or at the 
QUEST offi ce, located at Maplewood 
Elementary. For more information, 
contact the QUEST offi ce at 
(253) 841-8751.

Puyallup School District administrative 
offi ces and support buildings will be 
closed for the holidays from Thursday, 
December 24 to Friday, January 1.

The Education Service Center (ESC) 
and business offi ce in downtown Puyal-
lup are among the buildings closed for 
the holidays.

All schools are closed from December 
21 through January 1 for winter break. 
Classes resume on January 4.

District offi ces 
closed December 24 
through Janaury 1
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All aboard the new walking school bus!

Fall and winter safety tips

Carson Elementary students walk to school aboard the walking school 
bus with parent volunteer Julie Johnson.

District news on
Facebook and Twitter

Like most kids his age, 7-year-old Logan 
Kuzmanich likes to be outdoors with his 
friends. He also likes to walk in the rain, 
especially when he gets to wear his green 
rubber boots with smiley faces on the toes.

The fi rst grader at Carson Elementary is 
among more than 100 elementary school 
students around the district who have 
eagerly climbed aboard a new “walking 
school bus” program.

“It’s fun!” Logan said. “I like all the dif-
ferent people I get to meet.”

A walking school bus is a group of chil-
dren who walk together to their neighbor-
hood school under the supervision of a 
trained adult volunteer. The adult ensures 
that students cross streets safely and get to 
school on time.

Carson Elementary initiated the program 
shortly after school opened in September. 
Several other elementary schools, includ-
ing Brouillet, Firgrove, and Zeiger, plan to 
get on board this year.

Wildwood Elementary is offering the 
program for the second straight year. The 
school opened fi ve routes last month just 
a week after several hundred students and 
staff participated in International Walk to 
School Day.

Schools offering the program are among 
16 sites that experienced signifi cant bus 
transportation changes this fall after the 
district eliminated service to students who 
live within a one-mile radius of school.

The district removed bus stops in the 
one-mile radius as part of $13.8 million 
in cost-saving measures to achieve a bal-
anced budget. The district receives almost 
no funding from the state for transporting 
students who live within a one-mile radius 
of school.

With 886 students enrolled this fall, Car-
son Elementary is the largest of all of the 
district’s 21 elementary schools.

“We had three fewer buses and about 
230 more students classifi ed as walkers 
this year,” said Assistant Principal Miles 
Erdly. “We decided to be proactive and 
get this program going as quickly as pos-
sible.”

Erdly, Carson Elementary Principal Arturo 

Gonzalez, and other educators and parents 
from throughout the district attended a 
Walking School Bus all-day workshop in 
August at Firgrove Elementary. National 
trainers presented information and strate-
gies for getting the program up and run-
ning in Puyallup.

“Bus drivers” carry orange fl ags, wear 
refl ective safety vests, have a set schedule 
for departure times on each route, and 
walk with children on designated safe 
walking paths. Each walking school bus 
“carries” anywhere from several to 10 or 
more students.

Adult route leaders complete a school vol-
unteer application and undergo a criminal 
background check.

Like a regular school bus, the walking 
school bus travels to school rain or shine. 
If a route leader is ill, a substitute driver 
takes over.

A paid walking school bus coordinator 
has been assigned to schools using the 
program this year to oversee routes, track 
parent volunteers and student walkers, and 
be available to answer parents’ questions 
and provide information.

Carson Elementary School’s coordina-
tor Todd Hayden, who is also one of the 
school’s crossing guards, worked with 

school administrators before school started 
in September to map out walking routes.

As of last month, the school had registered 
enough volunteers to oversee three of the 
six proposed routes.

The Silver Creek Homeowner’s Associa-
tion has also supported the effort by offer-
ing the area in front of its clubhouse as a 
central collection point where parents can 
drive into the parking lot in the morning 
and drop off their children, who then join 
a walking school bus volunteer to walk up 
the hill to school.

“It’s a cultural shift,” Erdly said. “Many 
people work and are used to driving their 
kids to school, especially when it rains. It 
takes encouragement to get them to car-
pool or participate in the walking school 
bus program.”

To read more about the walking school 
bus program, including more comments 
from students and parent volunteers, visit 
the Puyallup School District Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Walking School Bus programs are looking 
for more volunteers to walk children to 
school. If interested, contact a neighbor-
hood school for an application or 
information on how to reach the program 
coordinator.



Puyallup Giftmakers is accepting donations of new 
toys, books, games, stockings, and stocking stuffers 
for ages 4 to 14 in a specially marked box on dis-
play through December 24 at the South Hill Mall 
and Top Food & Drug on South Hill.

Monetary donations are also appreciated since no 
school district money can be used for this project. 
Checks should be made out to the Puyallup Schools 
Foundation and sent to P.O. Box 55, Puyallup, WA 
98371.
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Teen toymakers

            Where are they now?
This is the next article in an ongoing series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each 
issue of Connections features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high schools. Stories and photos 
chronicle students’ travels and successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

Passion and skill ‘come together’ for Beatles-inspired art

continued on page 7

sawdust began to fl y as students launched 
into the manufacturing phase.

The toymakers quickly learned that it 
was most effi cient to group into produc-
tion teams, with each team focused on 
designing and building one of the four 
toys. When a student wasn’t using a tool 
or machine, that person helped keep the 
shop clean and tidy by sweeping the fl oor 
and stacking fi nished toy parts along a 
designated area of the workshop.

Students also learned that production 
isn’t always perfect on the fi rst try. They 
adjusted the 
dimensions of 
some toys and 
fi xed minor de-
sign fl aws after 
careful review 
of each test run 
before giving 
the green light 
to begin mass 
production.

As they worked, 
a tall stack of 
plywood and prefi nished oak in the center 
of the classroom began to rapidly diminish 
in size.

The Rogers High SkillsUSA Club, a lead-
ership organization of Career and Techni-
cal Education students, donated $1,000 

from the sale 
of student-
built sheds 
to purchase 
wood and 
materials for 
the toys.

In one corner 
of the room, 
students Luc-
ien Levesque 
and Kevin 
Knoben 
worked 
on cutting 
and sand-
ing curved 
wooden rock-

ers that would eventually be attached to the 
bottom of the rocking animal.

The animal is designed much like a 
traditional wooden rocking horse so 
that a young child can sit on a seat, hold 
handles, and rock back and forth.

“It’s great that we can help out kids who 
are less fortunate,” Levesque said.

In another corner, student Dennis Scho-
fi eld worked on cutting the sides for a 
toolbox, while classmate Aaron Derrig 
guided wood pieces through a router to 
create parts for the rocking animal.

Accuracy is key, said senior Kyle Giovan-
nini. “We are learning how to be precise,” 

he said. “If 
you’re off by 
a sixteenth of 
an inch, the 
whole toolbox 
will be off. We 
are learning, 
especially in 
mass produc-
tion, that you 
have to be on 
point at all 
times.”

Giovannini is in his third year of the 
ACE program and joined his classmates 
in training this fall to become certifi ed 
through the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (OSHA). Dur-
ing the toy project, he said he learned to 
master the automatic sander and large 
table saw.

But the lessons go beyond architecture, 
construction, and engineering, he said.

“We are giving back to our community 
— a community that has been so support-
ive of the ACE program,” he said.

Down the hall in a computer lab, junior 
Patrick MacCleary and senior Phillip 
Woods used AutoCAD, a software pro-
gram, to design a 12-inch ruler that would 
eventually be engraved on each side of the 
toolbox. They said they hope young chil-
dren will use the ruler to measure objects 
and, in turn, reinforce their math skills.

Cerio said the students set a goal to 

produce 50 toolboxes and cradles and 20 
rocking animals and art easels for this 
year’s Puyallup Giftmakers.

At the start of one of his ACE classes he 
told students, “Today is going to be a big 
production run. We need to be very, very 
effi cient. Make sure you maximize the 
material and clearly label the parts.”

After cutting out a piece of the art easel 
on the table saw, junior Katrina Mercado 
said, “We’re actually seeing what manu-
facturing is and what to do to mass-
produce something.”

The aspiring architect said she also ap-
preciates the classroom training to become 
OSHA-certifi ed. All students are thor-
oughly trained on the construction tools, 
wear protective goggles and, when neces-
sary, wear dust masks for protection from 
sawdust and other debris.

“I will know what to do to keep safe once 
I get a job,” she said.

Having his students build wooden toys for 
this year’s event brings back memories 
for Cerio and his brother, David. Both 
graduated from Rogers High School in the 
1990s and helped build toys for Gift-
makers when they were enrolled in Rich 
Reed’s woodshop class.

David, who has worked in cabinetry and 
fl ooring since graduation, volunteers in 
the ACE classroom twice a week. He also 
advised more than a dozen students this fall 
who earned their community service hours 
for graduation by making toys after school 
and helping construct a Giftmakers toy do-
nation box on display at the South Hill Mall.

Like the Rogers High School ACE 
students, students throughout the district 
support the program in numerous ways. 
They coordinate toy drives, serve on the 
Puyallup Giftmakers Board of Directors, 
and help families shop for their free toys 
during the annual event. Numerous com-
munity groups, businesses, and volunteers 
also lend a helping hand.

Rogers High senior and ACE student Josh 
Walker said he is most excited about the 
art easel, as it teaches children to draw 
and be creative. The 4-foot-tall easel has a 
chalkboard on one side, a white board on 
the other, and an opening at the top for a 
roll of art paper to feed through.

“We’re passing down to the younger 
generation some of what we do here in the 
ACE program,” he said.

Junior Joe Mendoza added, “It’s fun see-
ing everyone work together for such a 
great cause.”

His passion for Beatles music, combined 
with a lifelong love of art, has thrust Jack 
Widmann into the public eye.

Nearly 500 people participated in the 
Puyallup Main Street Association’s annual 
Fall Art and Wine Walk last month and 
viewed Widmann’s never-before-seen art 
piece that illustrates every Beatles song 
ever released.

“I am Saved” is a black and white ink 
drawing made up of 190 six-inch squares. 
Inside each square is a drawing representing 
Widmann’s impression of a Beatles song.

Some of the drawings are intricate and 
contain tiny shapes representing people 
or objects relevant to the songs, such as 
a submarine (“Yellow Submarine”) and 
a train (“Ticket to Ride”). Others contain 
single images, but convey deeper mean-
ing, Widmann said.

While not always evident at fi rst glance, 
each square also contains the name of the 
Beatles song featured in that particular 
drawing.

Assembled together, the artwork spans 
nine feet long by fi ve feet tall and forms 

a silhouette of the Fab Four. The images 
of Paul McCartney, John Lennon, Ringo 
Starr, and George Harrison are designed 
to replicate the cover of the band’s “Help” 
album. 

The name of the piece, “I am Saved,” is 
in response to that album title, Widmann 

said. “I think I was speaking for a lot of 
Beatles fans and the inspiration that the 
band’s music has had.”

Many of Widmann’s colleagues from 
Kalles Junior High, where he works as 
assistant principal, and students who typi-
cally see him in his role as an educator, 

said they were surprised to learn of his 
artistic talents.

They showed up to support Widmann at 
his fi rst art showing October 3 during the 
Puyallup Main Street Association’s Art 
and Wine Walk at Yoga Soleil in down-
town Puyallup. The artwork was the inspi-
ration for the theme of this year’s event, 
“Come Together.”

Widmann held a special showing of his 
artwork an hour before the event started 
so that interested junior high students and 
other community members under 21 years 
of age could attend.

Recorded Beatles music played in the 
background, and guests walked across a 
paint-splattered drop cloth to the center 
of the room to view the art piece hung on 
the wall.

“It’s cool to have a really cool assistant 
principal,” said aspiring artist Madison 
Geck, a ninth grader in the school’s Puyal-
lup Accelerated Gifted Education (PAGE) 
program. “He really cares about what he 
does and wants to give kids a chance to 

Kalles Junior High Assistant Principal Jack Widmann shares his 
Beatles artwork with students during an art show in Puyallup. 

continued from page 3

Rogers High junior Katrina Mercado uses a table saw to cut out parts to 
a toy that will be given to a child in need. Assisting her is Architecture, 
Construction, and Engineering teacher Jon Cerio. 

Senior Jordan Jones 
cuts out part of a doll 
cradle.
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District launches online 
learning program

Rogers graduate
continued from page 6

achieve their own dreams. I just hope this 
is me someday.”

More than a dozen students, many of 
them in the PAGE program and many of 
them interested in pursuing careers in the 
arts, came to the special showing. Their 
teacher, Lisa Kreiger, also attended and 
encouraged students to ask Widmann 
questions about his art.

Admittedly a generation removed from 
the band’s early popularity in the 1960s, 
the 33-year-old Widmann told students 
that the Beatles has always been his 
favorite group.

Art has also been a passion of his since childhood. While 
he drew cartoon characters and “doodled a lot” as a child, 
Widmann only took one art class — in seventh grade 
— during his fi rst 13 years of schooling. 

Retired art teacher Candace Loring remembers Widmann 
from his years at Aylen Junior High. “He was just an 
outstanding kid and so good at everything, including art,” 
she said. “I’m not surprised he has continued to set his 
sights on something that gives him joy. I look forward to 
seeing his work.”

After his graduation from Puyallup High in 1995, Wid-
mann played football and pursued a bachelor’s degree 
in social studies and education at Central Washington 
University. As part of his education program, he took 
a drawing class and learned to use charcoal and other 
media for the fi rst time.

“I aced that class, and that again opened my eyes to do-
ing something in art,” he said. “But education still came 
fi rst.”

In 2001 Widmann enrolled in Lesley University, based 
in Massachusetts, to earn a master’s degree in creative 
arts and learning. He enrolled in a class that touched on 
all genres of art, including poetry, visual arts, music, and 
storytelling. It was in this class that Widmann began what 
eventually became a fi ve-year project to complete The 
Beatles drawing.

Some squares took an hour or less to create, while others 

took a week or more. He chose black and white as the 
colors, he said, because they represent “something time-
less, just like The Beatles.”

For the past three years since its completion, Widmann 
has kept the expansive artwork tucked away at his Puyal-
lup home, mentioning it infrequently to friends or other 
contacts in the art community.

This summer, he received a surprise call inviting him 
to be the featured artist in the Fall Art and Wine Walk, 
where he sold more than a dozen poster-sized and num-
bered images of his piece. 

The Puyallup Main Street Association has since invited 
him to showcase “I am Saved” at its annual meeting on 
January 22 at the Liberty Theatre. 

“When I have talks with students at Kalles, I tell them to 
follow their dreams, and I try to motivate them to do well 
in school,” Widmann said. “Pursuing art is a dream of 
mine, and I felt like I wanted to be a good example and 
do something about it. This is a chance for students to see 
their assistant principal in a different role and see that I 
still have things I want to accomplish.”

While he would like to see his artwork continue to be 
displayed regionally, Widmann said he is focused on 
another dream — opening a Puyallup gallery and youth 
art center that celebrates the work of students, staff, and 
local artists. 

To read more about Widmann’s project and background, 
visit the district Web at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Students make gains and exceed state average on WASL

Junior high and high school students can enroll full 
time in a new online learning program that allows them 
to complete coursework on a computer outside of the 
traditional classroom setting.

Puyallup Online Academy is only open to Puyallup 
School District students and to those who enroll full 
time in the online program.

Students may continue to participate in athletics or activi-
ties at their resident junior high or high schools, provided 
they meet the same eligibility requirements as students 
who attend school in a regular classroom setting.

An extensive selection of more than 100 classes, 
including core, elective, advanced placement, and 
intervention, are offered.

Since the school board adopted the 
idea last month, more than a dozen 
students have signed up to partici-
pate and the numbers are steadily 
increasing, said Michelle Cruck-
shank, principal of the Puyallup 
Online Academy. Cruckshank also 
serves as principal at Walker High.

Curriculum is provided by Ad-
vanced Academics, a fully accred-
ited Washington state program started in 2000. Most 
of the courses are 100 percent Web-based with no 
textbooks required.

Washington state certifi ed teachers are based in Yakima 
and are available to communicate with students 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week on computer e-mail or online 
chat, virtual whiteboard, or a toll-free telephone number.

The success of the program, however, lies in the direct 
local contact between program coordinators and the 
students and their families, Cruckshank said.

Online students and their families have face-to-face 
contact at the initial registration meeting, as well as di-
rect follow-up support, from Puyallup School District 

Students scored better than the state average in nearly 
every grade level, and in some cases set record highs in 
core academic subjects, on the 2009 Washington Assess-
ment of Student Learning (WASL).

In reading, the highest percentage ever of students in grades 
three, six, eight, and 10 met or exceeded the state standard.

Edgemont Junior High eighth graders, for example, sur-
passed 80 percent of students meeting or exceeding the 
standard in reading.

Principal John Bustad said the Edgemont Junior High 
staff unanimously supports a schoolwide Accelerated 
Reading program, in which students begin their morning 
reading four days a week and are tested on their compre-
hension when they complete a book. 

Record high percentages are also evident in math for 
grades six and 
eight, in science 
for grades fi ve and 
eight, and in writ-
ing for grade 10.

Sixth graders at 
Shaw Road El-
ementary contrib-
uted to the district-
wide success in 
math at grade six 
by having 73.3 
percent meet or ex-
ceed the standard. 
Students in grades 
three, four, and fi ve 
at the school also 
surpassed the pre-
vious year’s math 
WASL scores.

“Much of this is 
from the collabora-

tion of teachers around math and 
the deliberate instruction provid-
ed,” said Principal Judy Piger. 

Academic gains are also evident 
districtwide in science. Woodland 
and Pope elementary schools 
reached 80 percent of fi fth graders 
students meeting or exceeding 
standard — nearly a 10-point gain 
compared to the previous year for 
Woodland and an impressive 48-
point gain for Pope.

“Our science data is indicative 
of our total K-6 school science 
program,” said Woodland El-
ementary Principal Eric Molver. 
“We believe that to learn science, 
we need to actively explore and 
engage in science.”

Pope Elementary teacher Jennifer Iverson, who worked 
last year as an instructional science coach, said fi fth-
grade teachers were intentional with their focus on sci-
ence throughout the year. They also incorporated science 
vocabulary across the grade levels and attended district 
trainings on science concepts such as energy transfers and 
the scientifi c inquiry process.

The Puyallup School District also ranked number one 
among the 20 largest districts in the state for the per-
centage of tenth graders who passed the writing WASL 
requirement (96.6 percent). All three comprehensive high 
schools demonstrated high achievement, with 95 percent 
or more of their students meeting standards in writing.

“I am so proud of the work all of our teachers have done 
in helping students to become better writers,” said Em-
erald Ridge High Principal Brian Lowney. “In addition 
to specifi c writing instruction, the teachers at Emerald 
Ridge are doing a fantastic job of incorporating writing 
into daily lessons across the curriculum.”

Nancy Arnold, director of assessment and accountability 
in the Puyallup School District, summarized the 2009 
results for all grade levels by saying, “State assessment 
results continue to provide evidence that our instructional 
programs are effective.”

New assessments in 2009-10

The WASL will be replaced this school year with new 
state tests to measure basic skills in reading, writing, 
math, and science. Students in grades three through eight 
will take the Measurements of Student Progress tests, 
while high school students will take the High School 
Profi ciency Exam.

The new state tests are slated to be shorter, and the time 
it takes to administer them is projected to be cut signifi -
cantly. Graduation requirements will remain unchanged 
for the Class of 2010.

continued on page 8

continued on page 8

Jack Widmann’s Beatles-inspired artwork, “I am Saved.”

Shaw Road Elementary sixth graders (from left) Brandon Burrows 
and Meghan Taylor work on a math assignment. 

Woodland  E lementary 
student Kailanii Morman 
studies ecosystems as part 
of a fifth-grade science 
lesson.

Michelle
Cruckshank
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Puyallup High dedicates new classroom wing

Elizabeth Wesley
winners honoredWASL gains
The school board celebrated the suc-
cess last month of 74 Puyallup School 
District students named this year as 
Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit Incentive 
Award recipients.

For the second straight year, the 74 Puy-
allup students make up more than a third 
of the 201 student scholars throughout 
Pierce County recognized for the honor 
by the Tacoma Urban League.

The Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit 
Incentive Award Program was created to 
recognize and honor African-American 
youth in grades nine through 11 for aca-
demic excellence, community involve-
ment, and good citizenship. 

Retired Puyallup School District coun-
selors Stan and Carol Silvernail, who for 
the past several years have worked with 
the district to encourage and mentor 
students with the application process, 
received the Tacoma Urban League’s 
2009 “Drum Major” award.

The award is given to those who support 
and facilitate the implementation of the 
Elizabeth Wesley Award Program in 
their school or district.

“They do a lot of work behind the 
scenes to make sure the students meet 
deadlines and timelines,” said Gerald 
Denman, executive director of diversity 
affairs. “The success of this program 
says we are being very intentional about 
making this happen for our students.”

To read more of this story and view 
names of the 74 student winners, visit 
the Puyallup School District Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 

The new testing window for elementary 
and junior high students will be moved 
to May, while the testing dates for high 
school students will generally remain the 
same in March and April. 

About 25 percent of students statewide in 
grades six through eight, including some 
students in this district, will participate next 
spring in voluntary online testing in the 
reading and math sections of the state test. 
Online tests in other grades and subjects 
will be phased in over the next two years.

Adequate Yearly Progress

The term Adequate Yearly Progress 

Online learning
continued from page 7

teacher Tim McKamey.

McKamey, who teaches math and sci-
ence at Walker High School, also serves 
as the Puyallup Online Academy educa-
tion specialist. 

Cruckshank works with McKamey to 
make sure students stay on track with 
their online learning. Interventions are 
quickly put into place when a student 
begins to fall behind, she said.

The online program offers a new and 
sometimes more comfortable means for 
students to pursue their goal of gradua-
tion, McKamey said.

“We often speak to the student who has 

found the traditional pathway as being a 
barrier to success, or their working life 
makes the traditional daytime hours of 
school impossible to schedule,” he said. 
“We go around the barrier and build a 
straight path for them, encouraging each 
student along their 
unique road to suc-
cess.”

Cruckshank added, 
“It’s one more way we 
can offer an alternative 
for kids.”

Students with special 
needs who have an 
Individualized Education Plan (IEP) may 
also be eligible to participate. Their indi-
vidual plans are developed on a case-by-
case basis, Cruckshank said.

Online students are held to the same 

state-mandated testing requirements, as 
well as local and statewide graduation 
requirements, as those who attend school 
in person.

Over the past six years, more than 800 
students in grades seven through 12 have 
left the Puyallup School District to enroll 
in online programs throughout the state. 
A growing number of school districts 
throughout Washington and the nation of-
fer online education.

The goal, according to Cruckshank, is to 
meet a wider range of students’ educational 
needs. “Until now, without an online learn-
ing opportunity in Puyallup, our students 
had to go elsewhere,” she said. “With the 
opening of the academy, students can com-
plete their education and graduate from the 
Puyallup School District.”

Online programs are free to state students 

because they are offered through public 
school districts. 

The program is not for everyone, 
Cruck-shank cautioned, as the classes 
are rigorous and require a fi rm com-
mitment to meet course requirements. 
To stay on schedule, for example, a 
student typically must spend fi ve to 
seven hours per day working on class 
assignments.

Success also depends on students hav-
ing a dependable Internet connection, a 
computer with up-to-date antivirus and 
security software, a regular schedule to 
access the online courses, and a support-
ive family environment.

Students interested in enrolling in or 
learning more about the new Puyal-
lup Online Academy may contact Tim 
McKamey at (253) 435-6779.

(AYP) comes from the federal No Child 
Left Behind requirement that all schools 
and districts will have a specifi c — and 
growing — percentage of students pass-
ing the state’s reading and math tests 
each year.

All states are required to have a goal that 
all students in all schools pass the read-
ing and math tests by 2014. Schools and 
districts that do not meet AYP goals for 
two consecutive years move into “school 
improvement” status and, if they receive 
federal Title I funds, face an escalating 
series of consequences each year they do 
not make AYP.

Preliminary results show that the Puyal-
lup School District and 18 of its schools 
did not meet AYP goals. Five of those 
elementary schools — Firgrove, Hunt, 
Pope, Waller Road, and Wildwood — re-

ceive Title I funds and must therefore 
follow a series of school improvement 
requirements mandated by the state.

Letters were mailed in August to students 
at each of the fi ve schools identifying that 
the school did not meet adequate yearly 
progress and offering families an opportu-
nity to transfer their student to an identi-
fi ed nearby school with space available 
that made AYP goals.

During a news conference August 14, 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Randy Dorn called for more fairness and 
changes in the AYP federal accountability 
system.

Puyallup School District’s WASL scores 
may be viewed on the Offi ce of the Super-
intendent of Public Instruction Web site at 
www.k12.wa.us.
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Nearly 100 people celebrated the dedica-
tion of the newly opened Puyallup High 
School classroom wing — the last of the 
projects paid for by the voter-approved 
2004 school bond.

The classroom addition opened this fall 
and houses Career and Technical Educa-
tion programs.

To read more about the dedication cer-
emony and view a gallery of photos from 
the October 29 event, visit the district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.
Photo: Participating in the 
ceremonial cutting of the ribbon 
are (from left) School Board 
President Greg Heath, Director 
Cindy Poysnick,  Puyal lup 
High Principal Jason Smith, 
Superintendent Tony Apostle,  
Director Pat Donovan, and ASB 
President Alex Fraser.

Photo on left: Edgemont Junior High eighth graders (from left) Trey Starks and Kennedy Schumacher read 
a story as part of a literature lesson. Photo on right: Emerald Ridge High tenth grader Marcus Hamilton 
completes a writing assignment.

Tim McKamey

Community supports
school supply drives
Backpacks, notebooks, crayons, and 
lunch boxes are among thousands of dol-
lars worth of school supplies donated this 
fall by area businesses and individuals.

As in past years, Communities In 
Schools (CIS) of Puyallup partnered 
with the school district to make sure that 
children have the learning tools neces-
sary to be successful.

Many local organizations, including 
Costco, Top Food & Drug on South Hill, 
and the Puyallup Lions Club, donate 
items every year.

To read more about this year’s school 
supply donations, including the organi-
zations that supported the effort, visit 
the Puyallup School District Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.


